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While conversation often flows naturally at family gatherings, you can add depth and variety by
introducing topics that spark curiosity or reflection. Not every discussion has to be serious or
weighty—sometimes, lighthearted questions can create the most meaningful moments. Here

are some ideas to inspire conversations that everyone can enjoy.

I. For Young Children (Ages 4-8)

[

. What is your favorite thing to do when you're happy?

If you could have a pet that talks, what would it say to you?
What’s the funniest thing that has ever happened to you?

If you could make your own holiday, what would it be about?
What is your favorite sound and why?

What makes you laugh the most?

If you could be any animal for a day, what would you be?
What is your favorite story or fairy tale?

What is something you are really good at?
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If you could make the rules for one day, what would they be?
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Il. For Tweens (Ages 9-12)

1.1f you could visit any place in the world, where would you go and why?
What’s the best adventure you’ve ever had?

What do you think makes someone a good friend?

If you could invent something to make life easier, what would it be?
What is the most exciting thing you've learned this year?

What is something you want to learn but haven’t yet?

What is your favorite memory with your family?

What superpower do you wish you had and why?

If you could live in a different time period, when would it be?
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What is your favorite way to spend the weekend?

I1l. For Teenagers (Ages 13-18)

What is one thing about yourself that you are really proud of?

If you could instantly become an expert in any skill, what would it be?
What song or movie do you feel represents your life right now?

What do you think it means to be a good leader?

If you could write a book, what would it be about?

What is one challenge you’ve overcome that made you stronger?

Who is a role model you admire and why?

If you could spend a day in someone else’s shoes, whose would they be?

What is something you’ve learned about yourself this year?

& 0 0 N O UL,

—_—

How do you handle stress or challenges?
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IV. For Young Adults (Ages 19-30)

. What do you think is the most important decision you've made so far?

—_—

What does success mean to you?

If you could learn about any topic in-depth, what would it be?

What values are most important to you in relationships?

If you could travel back in time, what advice would you give your younger self?
What is one big dream you’re working toward?

What do you think is your greatest strength?

How do you define happiness in your life?

If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be?
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What is one risk you’re glad you took?

V. For Parents and Caregivers

—_—

. What’s the most surprising thing you’ve learned about being a parent?

How do you balance taking care of yourself and your family?

What family tradition means the most to you?

What is one value you hope to pass on to the next generation?

What was a favorite memory of your own childhood that you want to recreate?
What has been the biggest lesson you’ve learned from your children?

How do you show love and support to your family?

What’s one thing you’d like to do more of as a family?

What advice would you give to new parents?
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What do you think makes a family strong?
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VI. For Older Adults (Ages 60+)

What life lesson do you think is most important for younger generations?

—
.

What is one thing you wish you had tried when you were younger?
What does happiness look like to you now?

Who has been the most influential person in your life and why?
What advice would you give someone starting out in life?

What is one thing you are most grateful for today?

If you could relive one moment in your life, what would it be?
What’s the best decision you’ve ever made?

How do you define success looking back on your life?
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What’s a piece of wisdom you’d like to share with your family?
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VIil. General Questions to Deepen Connections

—

. What is the one thing you are most grateful for today?

What is a dream you’ve never shared with anyone?

Who in your life inspires you the most and why?

What does love mean to you?

What is the most important lesson life has taught you?

What are you most passionate about?

If you could change one thing about the world, what would it be?
What do you think makes a meaningful conversation?

What is your favorite way to connect with others?
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What do you think is the key to a happy life?
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VIIl. Telling Our Family Story

What is the most memorable story you’ve heard about our family history?
Who in the family has had the most adventurous life?

What is your favorite tradition or holiday in our family?

What do you remember most about your grandparents or great-grandparents?
What is one recipe or dish that has been passed down in the family?
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If you could preserve one thing about our family for future generations, what
would it be?

7. What is the funniest memory you have of a family gathering?

8. What is one lesson you’ve learned from an older family member?

9. What do you hope people remember about our family 100 years from now?
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10. What is a nickname or funny story about a family member that everyone loves?
Z

IX. Things Most People Don’t Know About You

—

. What is something you’ve done that you’re really proud of but rarely talk about?
What’s the most unusual skill or talent you have?

What is the most surprising thing people may hear about you?

What was a childhood dream you had that you never pursued?

What is the scariest thing you’ve ever done?

What’s the best compliment you’ve ever received?

Have you ever met someone famous? What was the encounter like?

What’s a random fact about you that you wish more people knew?

What’s the most spontaneous thing you’ve ever done?
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What’s a small act of kindness you’ve never forgotten?
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X. Travel, Hobbies, Music, and Passions

—_—

. If you could visit any country in the world, where would you go and why?

What is your favorite type of vacation: beach, city, mountains, or...?

What’s the most memorable trip you’ve ever taken?

What is a hobby you’ve always wanted to try but haven’t yet?

What is your favorite song, and why does it mean so much to you?

What is the creative passion or skill you find the most fulfilling?

If you could attend any concert or music festival, past or present, what would it be?
What is your dream destination for a road trip?

What do you enjoy doing most when you have free time?
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If you could pick up a new skill instantly, what would that be?

We hope this list of questions serves as a valuable resource for you and your loved
ones, helping to spark meaningful conversations, share laughter and memories, and
strengthen your connections. Keep it handy to revisit or share with friends or family,

and feel free to reach out to your HT|TC advisor for additional copies.
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Reach out to your HT|TC advisor for additional copies of this piece, or scan the

QR code to view the full library of resources inside our A Time to Talk™ library.

. 1901 BUTTERFIELD ROAD, SUITE 1000 1051 PERIMETER DRIVE, SUITE 1125
HT IC S I DOWNERS GROVE, IL 60515 SCHAUMBURG, IL 60173
630-545-2200 847-413-8545
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